
Indian Military Service during the World Wars 

 
A. Description of Course:  

Native Americans have fought in every US conflict since before the nation even existed. 

In recent years, with movies like Windtalkers (2002), interest in Indian service in the US 

military has grown dramatically. This class broadens out the focus to both WWI and 

WWII encompassing dramatic changes in the ability of Indians to practice cultural 

traditions and ceremonies. This class uses selections of Diane Camurat’s The American 

Indian in the Great War: Real and Imagined and Thomas Britten’s American Indians in 

World War I: At War and At Home. This will be compared in detail with primary 

documents and You Tube interviews with WWII veterans.  

 

B. Purpose/Intended Goals:  

1. Examine diverse influence of Indians in the military during the World Wars.  

2. Identify the changes in policy and conditions for Indian servicemen and 

women.  

3. Use digital tools to represent history in new and powerful ways. 

 

C. Student Product: Students will select a WWI and WWII veteran and map out their war stories 

in Google Earth. They will embed multimedia elements (photos, audio recordings, and links to 

videos) and write short descriptions of the role each individual played. These will be posted up to 

Google Earth Wiki designed for the class so that by the end of the class, each student will be able 

to download the entire database as a record of the stories of Indian soldiers. 

 

Session Days 

1
st 

- 2
nd

  

 

Daily Assignments 

9-18 Introduction 

Pre-test 

What’s come before?  

10-19 WWI- Enlistment and Battlefront 

Google Earth Tutorial 

Way of the Warrior Part 1 

11-20 WWI- Homefront 

12-23 Post WWI and Interim 

WWI and its effects 

13-24 WWII-enlistment and battlefront  

Google Earth Practice 

Way of the Warrior Part 2 

16-25 WWII- Homefront 

17-26 Commemoration/Celeb  

Presentations 

Post-Test 

Closing Remarks 

 

 



Final Project 

Neo-Geo Google Earth Biography 
Google Earth has amazing potential for representing historical information in spatial context that 

is strengthened by the ability to link multi-media materials. Students will trace the travel of a 

particular Indian service man or woman during either WWI or WWII. Along the path, students 

will research and embed text, images, links to videos, and sound clips to help tell the story of 

their particular soldier. This file will be posted into a shared wiki page on Google Earth so all 

students can view the stories marked on the Earth together.  

 

1. Select a veteran from the following list. 

2. Research the biographic details and service record of the vet. 

3. Create and share a Google Earth kml document representing the service record of the vet 

with embedded documents. 

4. Present a short description (5-10 minutes) of the service record of the vet to the class.  

 

Veterans:  

WWI WWII 
 

Victor M. Locke (Choctaw) 
John C. Alexander (Choctaw) 

John Victor Adams (Siletz, OR) 

Otis W. Leader (Choctaw) 
Thomas E. Rogers (Arikara) 

Joe Young Hawk (Sioux) 

Richard Bland Breeding (Creek) 

John Northup (Chippewa) 

Arthur L. West (Winnebago) 

Ernest Spencer (Yakima) 
Sam Lanier (Cherokee) 

Robert Dodd (Paiute, NV) 

James McCarthy (Papago)  
Ammons Tramper (E. Cherokee)  

George Allen Owl (E. Cherokee)  

Joseph Oklahombi (Choctaw, OK)  
James M. Gordon (Chippewa, Wis.)  

Wesley Youngbird (E. Cherokee)  

William Leon Wolfe (Cree)  
McKinley Two Elk (Oglala Sioux) 

Charlie Rogers (Standing Rock Sioux) 

William Blindwoman (N. Cheyenne) 
Chester Armstrong Four Bear (Sioux, SD) 

Ben Cloud (N. Cheyenne) 

Paul Picotte (Yankton Sioux) 

Miss Effie Barnett (Choctaw) 

Agnes Anderson (Callam) 
Lula Owl (E. Cherokee)  

Andrew Blackhawk (Winnebago) 

Jim Carimon (Winnebago)  
Allen Otterman (Sioux) 

Moses Trudell (Santee Sioux, NE) 

George Jewett (Cheyenne River Sioux) 
Henry Tallman (Navajo) 

Guy Lambert (Yankton Sioux) 

Andrew DeRockbrain (Standing Rock Sioux) 
James McCarthy (Papago) 

Felix Renvielle (Sisseton Sioux) 

Jesse Cornplanter (Seneca) 
John J. Matthews (Osage) 

Steve Spotted Tail (Brule Sioux) 

Fred Blythe Bauer (E. Cherokee) 

 

Virgil Wyaco (Zuni) 
Kitus Tecumseh (Shawnee) 

Joe Big Son (Blackfoot) 

Albert Smith (Navajo) 
Cozy Stanley Brown (Navajo) 

Barney Old Coyote Jr. (Crow) 

Albert Wahweotten (Potawatomi) 

William Fredenberg (Menominee) 

Franklin Gritts 

O. Oliver Adkins (Chickahominy) 
Oliver Fortune (Pamunkey) 

Warren Eldreth Green (Onondaga) 

Keith Little (AZ) 
Clarence L. Tinker (Osage) 

Ben Quentana (Keres) 

Ernest Childers (Creek OK) 
Ira Hamilton Hayes (Pima, AZ) 

Edward Ernest McClish (Choctaw, OK) 

Charles Jonas Kills the Enemy (Sioux) 
Paul Bitchenen (Cheyenne, OK) 

Frankie Redbone (Kiowa) 

Herbert Bremner (Tlingit, AK) 
Houston Stevens (Kickapoo, OK) 

Leonard A. Webber (Shoshone, Id) 

Harding Negale (Navajo) 

Roanhorse Crawford (Navajo) 

Carl Gorman (Navajo) 
Lydia Westlund (Ojibwa) 

Lily Laveau (Ojibwa) 

Hilda Rogers (Ojibwa, Minn) 
John Nez (Navajo) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



Google Earth Practice 1 
1. Search for location of your birth using the left-side panel 

o Using Placemarker  put a on the spot. 

o Change color to Purple.  

o Label as “[Last Name] Birthplace [Date]” 

o Create a New Folder under My Places called “GHA-[Last name]” 

o Move the place to the new folder. In the Places menu, the location will be under 

Temporary Places. 

2. Find a Road nearby 

 Create a path  for 10 miles of the road. 

 Change the altitude to 400 M “Relative to ground” 

 Change color to Purple, 3.0 wide, Opacity 50% 

 Label “[Name of Road]” 

 Save in the new folder 

3. Toggle Layers to show County 

 Create a polygon  for the county.  

 Change line color to Red, 3.0 width. 

Change area color to green, Opacity 50%  

 Label “[Name of County]” 

 Save in the new folder 

4. Post to Class’ My Maps 

 Right click on the new folder, select “Save Place as” 

 Save to computer as “[Last Name]-GE1”.kmz 

 Go to maps.google.com login using  

ID: GHAIndianHist2012@gmail.com  

Password: BezonGHA2012 

 Post your kmz 

 

 

 

 

Google Earth Practice 2 
1. Find-Mark-Label Birthplace of selected Vet 

2. Find tribe’s (or nearest) Reservation and mark with polygon 

3. Find-Embed-Label Photo of your Vet  

4. Post to Class’ My Maps as “[Last Name]-GE2”.kmz 

mailto:GHAIndianHist2012@gmail.com

